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FELIX V. FESTA MIDDLE SCHOOL   
30 Parrott Road, West Nyack, New York 10994 

 

Keep Reading This Summer! 
2019 Summer Reading 
Scroll down for a list of suggestions. 
 
Dear Students, 
 
You may not know me.  I teach eighth-graders, and I’m in charge of 
the English department at Felix Festa.  
Not only that:  I am a book booster!  
 
Summer is a great time to try new things:  sports, swimming, hiking, 
nature, camp, and other adventures.  Summer is also a great time to 
take an adventure in reading.  
 
Often during the school year, students, teachers, and parents get so 
busy that we don’t have enough time to read just for fun.  Finally, summer is here and we can all spend more time doing 
things we love.  Some people love reading.  Other people don’t….yet.  Still, no matter what we do in life, we all need to be 
good readers, and the best way to get better at something is to practice.  Think about it.  No matter what you’re good at: 
sports, a musical instrument, or video games, you got better by practicing. The same is true for reading, and summer is a 
great time to practice reading. So, take the plunge and challenge yourself:  read for a half an hour a day.  
 
This summer, we’re asking everyone in the Felix Festa community to challenge themselves and read for at least one 
half hour a day.   If you do, you should finish six to eight 200-page books.  I did the math!  If you read for half an hour in a 
“just right” book, you should finish about 20 pages.  There are ten weeks of summer vacation and seven days a week, for 
a grand total of 70 days.  Seventy times twenty is one thousand four hundred!  [70 x 20 = 1,400]  Can you imagine reading 
that many pages!  Your reading would really improve! 
 
There are lots of places to find great reading material.  There is a list following this letter with many suggested titles; there 
are wonderful books and magazines to download for free (and for money) from websites like Amazon and Barnes & 
Noble; or, you can try the local library, both online and in person.  All our local libraries have our school’s suggested lists 
and lots and lots of actual books (and ebooks) for you to choose from.  
 
Just so you know, there is no required written assignment over the summer, and there will be NO written assignment 
when you return to school.  Your teacher may very well conduct book talks where you will discuss and recommend the 
books you read over the summer.  
 
But, let’s not get too worried about the fall now!  Let’s think about all the fun you’ll have over the summer with lots of 
activities, which should include daily reading.  Your teachers and I look forward to hearing all about your summer reading 
adventures! 
 
Sincerely, 

Ms. Quinson 
Elizabeth K. Quinson 

English Department Chairperson  
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FELIX V. FESTA MIDDLE SCHOOL CAMPUS  
30 Parrott Road, West Nyack, New York 10994 
 

 
Goals for Summer Reading: No Back-to-School Activity! 

At Home 
● Foster a love of reading 
● Advance literacy by engaging in reading 

activities 
● Increase reading through self-selected, 

voluntary reading 
In School 

●Enhance a sense of community 
●Provide a common reading experience 
●Stimulate discussion and critical thinking 

There will be NO graded assignment over the 
summer or when you return to school associated 
with summer reading. The goal is to read, READ, 

READ, READ, READ, READ. 
Your teacher may conduct book talks when we 
get back to school in the fall, so be ready to 
discuss your book, and think about who else 
might enjoy the books you read. 

Reflect on Yourself as a Reader: Find a book that is “just right” for 
YOU: 

When and where do I best concentrate on 
reading? 
● In the morning 
● Before going to sleep 
● At my desk 
● On my bed 
● Lying on the floor 
● Sitting on a couch or comfy chair 

Use the “Five Finger Rule” to help you select a 
book.  
1. Find a book on the book list.  
2. Thumb through the book and pick a page, any 

page.  
3. Read one complete page.  
4. Every time you come to a word that you don’t 

know, count it on a finger.  
5. If five or more fingers are up by the end of the 

page, this book is too difficult. 
How many books should I read? Parent Tips: 
This really depends on how quickly you read and 
what kinds of books you choose.  
 
Most people read about 20 pages in 30 minutes in 
a “just right” book.  So, if you are reading a 200 
page book, that’s about 5 hours of reading.  If you 
are reading a half an hour a day, it will take about 
a week and a half to finish that book.  
 
Over the summer that would add  up to 6 or 7 
books!  

1. Set a schedule for reading. Make it the same 
time every day. One good time is to read is 
right before bed.  

2. Read alongside your child – be a model.  
3. Talk to your child about his or her book. Don’t 

give a test; rather let your child tell you the 
storyline, talk about the characters or the 
setting.  Ask what your child likes or dislikes 
about the book.  

4. You may even want to read aloud to your child. 
Even older children sometimes enjoy this. 

Check out your local library!   Read online! 
Libraries have great books and magazines and all 
sorts of fun activities all summer long for you to 
read and make friends!  
See the the New City Library, the Valley Cottage 
Library, and the West Nyack Library for more 
details. 

There are many and varied possibilities for 
reading online.  Newspapers are online and many 
have specific activities for student readers.  
The New York Times holds an annual Summer 
Reading Contest, which may be a wonderful 
activity for eighth graders, while sixth and seventh 
graders might enjoy Timeforkids.com 

 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.timeforkids.com/


 
Page 3 

 
FELIX V. FESTA MIDDLE SCHOOL CAMPUS 
30 Parrott Road, West Nyack, New York 10994 

 

      “Home of the Falcons” 

 
Read half-hour per day, or three and a half hours a week! 

 
Suggested Summer Reading List for FFMS Students Enrolled in English 9H, 2018-19 

 
Non-fiction 
 
Ambrose, Stephen, Undaunted Courage:  An account of the life and mysterious death of Meriwether Lewis 
who with his partner Clark traversed and mapped what became the continental United States. 
 
Angelou, Maya, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings:  An African-American writer tells of growing up in 
Arkansas, St. Louis and San Francisco and the troubles she overcame. 
 
Bragg, Rick, All Over But the Shoutin’:  When Bragg was growing up in poverty in the South, he didn’t even 
know what the NY Times was.  Read how he came to be one of its star reporters. 
 
Buck, Ringer, Flight of Passage:  Two young brothers fly cross-country alone in a Piper Cub. 
 
Clinton, Hillary Rodham, Hard Choices:  Hillary Rodham Clinton’s inside look at the choices and challenges 
she has faced is “a subtle, finely calibrated work…with succinct and often shrewd appraisals of the complex 
web of political, economic, and historical forces in play around the world” (The New York Times). 
 
Conway, Jill Ker, The Road from Coorain:  Read about Conway’s journey from a farm in Australia to the 
presidency of Smith College. 
 
Corwin, Miles, The Killing Season:  Join a reporter as he spends a summer with Los Angeles homicide 
detectives. 
 
Dweck, Carol, Mindset: the New Psychology of Success:  Dweck explains why it’s not just our abilities and 
talent that bring us success—but whether we approach them with a fixed or growth mindset. 
 
Erie, Carlos, Waiting for Snow in Havana:  In 1962, Carlos was airlifted out of Cuba, away from his parents and 
past life.  The subject of this memoir is growing up in Cuba in the days before the revolution and how life 
changes after Castro comes to power. 
 
Frank, Anne, The Diary of a Young Girl:  This famous diary is one of the most moving and eloquent accounts 
of the Holocaust, read by tens of millions of people around the world since its publication in 1947.  The Diary of 
a Young Girl is the record of two years in the life of a remarkable Jewish girl whose triumphant humanity in the 
face of unfathomable deprivation and fear has made the book one of the most enduring documents of our time. 
 
Hays, Daniel and David, My Old Man and the Sea:  This father and son, who have never gotten along well, 
decide to sail around Cape Horn.  How will this affect their relationship? 
 
Jiang, Ji-Li, Red Scarf Girl:  Jiang recalls how her life turned upside down when China’s Cultural Revolution 
branded her family enemies of the people. 
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Kingston, Maxine, Woman Warrior:  A Chinese, American-born woman tells of her upbringing in a laundry. 
 
Mehta, Ved, Sound-Shadows of the New World:  A blind Indian boy travels to Arkansas to attend a special 
school where he is challenged by handicap, loneliness, poor preparation and culture shock. 
 
Moody, Anne, Coming of Age in Mississippi:  A young African-American woman tells about growing up in the 
South during the 1940’s and 50’s. 
 
Obama, Barack, Dreams from my Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance:  In this lyrical, unsentimental, and 
compelling memoir, the son of a black African father and a white American mother searches for a workable 
meaning to his life as a black American.  Students may also choose The Audacity of Hope in which then 
Senator Barack Obama reflects on the American ideals that led him into politics. 
 
Philbrick, Nat, In the Heart of the Sea:  Do the sailors become cannibals when this Nantucket whale-hunt goes 
awry?  
 
Schroff, Laura and Tresnioski, Alex, An Invisible Thread: The True Story of an 11-Year-Old Panhandler, a 
Busy Sales Executive, and an Unlikely Meeting with Destiny: When Laura Schroff brushed by a young 
panhandler on a New York City corner one rainy afternoon, something made her stop and turn back. She took 
the boy to lunch at the McDonald’s across the street that day. And she continued to go back, again and again 
for the next four years until both their lives had changed dramatically. Nearly thirty years later, that young boy, 
Maurice, is married and has his own family. Now he works to change the lives of disadvantaged kids, just like 
the boy he used to be.  An Invisible Thread is the true story of the bond between a harried sales executive and 
an eleven-year-old boy who seemed destined for a life of poverty.  
 
Stevenson, Bryan, Just Mercy:  When Stevenson was a 23-year-old Harvard law student, he started an 
internship in Georgia where his first assignment was to deliver a message to a man living on death row. This 
assignment became his calling: representing the innocent, the inadequately defended, the children, the 
domestic abuse survivors, the mentally ill—the imprisoned. This fast-paced book reads like a John Grisham 
novel.  The stories include those of children, teens, and adults who have been in the system since they were 
teens. This is a title for the many young adults who have a parent or loved one in the prison system and the 
many others who are interested in social justice, the law, and the death penalty. 
 
Stanton, Doug, In Harm’s Way: The Sinking of the U.S.S. Indianapolis and the Extraordinary Story of Its 
Survivors: On the night of July 30, 1945, the Navy cruiser USS Indianapolis was torpedoed by a Japanese sub, 
sending 900 men into the black, churning waters of the Pacific. What happened next was a nightmarish battle 
for survival. 
 
Swanson, James, L.  Manhunt: For 12 days after his brazen assassination of Abraham Lincoln, John Wilkes 
Booth was at large. This is the vivid, fully documented tale of his escape and the wild, massive pursuit. 
 
Trump, Donald J., The Art of the Deal:  Here is Trump in action—how he runs his organization and how he 
runs his life—as he meets the people he needs to meet, chats with family and friends, clashes with enemies, 
and challenges conventional thinking. 
 
Tuchman, Barbara, A Distant Mirror:  The Calamitous Fourteenth Century:  Read about a time of kings and 
knights, war and plague.  (You may read a different Tuchman title, as well.) 
 
Walls, Jeanette, The Glass Castle:  Columnist Jeanette Walls tells the story of her own troubled youth in this 
remarkable story of survival against overwhelming odds. The child of charismatic vagabonds who left their 
offspring to raise themselves, Walls spent decades hiding an excruciating childhood filled with poverty and 
shocking neglect. But this is no pity party. What shines through on every page of this beautifully written family 
memoir is Walls's love for her deeply flawed parents and her recollection of occasionally wonderful times. 
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Wolfe, Tom, The Right Stuff:  The story of America’s space race and the men who went first. 
 
Fiction  
 
Abraham, Pearl, The Romance Reader: Rachel escapes the world of her strict Hasidic family by reading                
romance novels. 
 
Achebe, Chinua, Things Fall Apart:  Okonkwo, a proud village leader, is driven to murder and suicide by 
European changes to his traditional Ibo society. 
 
Adams, Richard, Watership Down:  A band of rabbits, threatened with destruction, seeks to create a perfect 
society in a mysterious promised land. 
 
Asimov, Isaac, Foundation:  Read one of these exciting books, which chronicle the collapse and rebuilding of a 
huge, futuristic Galactic Empire. (Students choose other texts by this author.) 
 
Austen, Jane, Pride and Prejudice:  A spirited young English woman copes with the romantic ups and downs of 
her and her sisters. 
 
Bainbridge, Beryl,  The Birthday Boys:  A fictionalized account of Scott’s doomed expedition to the South Pole 
in 1912. 
 
Bradley, Marion Zimmer, The Mists of Avalon: In this retelling of the Arthurian legend, Morgan LeFey (the 
Priestess of Avalon) and Gwynivere (the future queen of Camelot) struggle for power and use their 
relationships with Arthur to try to promote ideas. 
 
Bronte, Charlotte, Jane Eyre:  An impoverished young woman finds love when she becomes a governess. 
 
Bronte, Emily, Wuthering Heights. The classic impassioned tale of love and revenge: join Heathcliff and 
Catherine Earnshaw on the Yorkshire moors. 
 
Buck, Pearl, The Good Earth:  A Chinese farm family struggles to survive.  (Students may choose other texts 
by this author.) 
 
Cather, Willa, O, Pioneers:  When Alexandra Bergson’s father dies, she is left in charge of their frontier farm. 
Will she be able to survive? 
 
Collins, Wilkie, The Woman in White:  Secrets, mistaken identities, surprise revelations and amnesia combine 
to make this mystery a real page-turner.  This book was inspired by an actual criminal case. 
 
Conan Doyle, Arthur, The Hound of the Baskervilles:  What's the truth behind the legend of the hound of the 
Baskervilles? Is it really a devil-beast that's haunting the lonely moors? Enter Sherlock Holmes to find the 
answer in this, the only full-length novel written by the creator of one of the most popular and enduring 
detective series ever.  
 
Conroy, Pat, The Great Santini:  A son tries to measure up to his overbearing father’s demands. 
 
Dickens, Charles, Oliver Twist:  Abandoned at an early age, Oliver Twist is forced to live in a dark and dismal 
London workhouse lorded over by awful Mr. Bumble who cheats the boys of their meager rations! Desperate, 
but determined, Oliver makes his escape. But what he discovers in the harsh streets of London's underworld 
makes the workhouse look like a picnic. Students may also consider David Copperfield, the tale of a young boy 
orphaned and forced to make his own way in the world, which many believe to be loosely based on Dickens 
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own childhood. 
 
Dorris, Michael, A Yellow Raft in Blue Water:  Three generations of Native-American women recount their 
searches for identity and love. 
 
DuMaurier, Daphne, Rebecca:  The second Mrs. DeWinter wonders about the circumstances of the first wife’s 
death. 
 
Earley, Tony, Jim the Boy:  Meet ten-year-old Jim who lives during the Depression in North Carolina.  This is 
an interesting companion piece to To Kill a Mockingbird. 
 
Eliot, George, Adam Bede:  An innocent young girl is taken advantage of and must face the consequences. 
Silas Marner:  An orphaned child helps an old miser find love and hope. 
 
Gaiman, Neil, Neverwhere:  Journey into London Below, a subterranean city made up of bits of historic London 
and populated by people who “fell through the cracks.”  Some violent content. 
 
Gaines, Ernest, The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman:  In her 100 years as an African-American woman, 
Miss Jane Pittman experiences it all, from slavery to the civil rights movements. 
 
Guterson, David, Snow Falling on Cedars:  A Japanese-American is accused of murder.  Is he guilty or is it 
discrimination? 
 
Hardy, Thomas, Tess of the D’Urbervilles:  After enduring mistreatment by her family and a nobleman, Tess 
struggles to find happiness. (Students may read other books by this author.) 
 
Herbert, Frank, Dune:  On the planet of Arrakis, a son tries to regain his kingdom after his father’s 
assassination.  This famous novel is considered by many the greatest of its genre.  
 
Hillenbrand, Lauren, Unbroken:  On a May afternoon in 1943, an Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the 
Pacific Ocean and disappeared, leaving only a spray of debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood.  Then, on 
the ocean surface, a face appeared.  It was that of a young lieutenant, the plane’s bombardier, who was 
struggling to a life raft and pulling himself aboard.  So began one of the most extraordinary odysseys of the 
Second World War. 
 
Hughart, Barry, The Bridge of Birds:  A Novel of an Ancient China that Never Was:  Number Ten Ox and Lia 
Kao set out to find the Great Root of Power, the only possible cure to a mysterious illness. 
 
Kantor, McKinley, Andersonville:  A gruesome glimpse inside the notorious Civil War POW camp. 
 
Koreto, R.J., Death on the Sapphire: A Lady Frances Ffolkes Mystery:  An extraordinary woman living in 
extraordinary times, Lady Frances Ffolkes is an Edwardian-era suffragette who has an uncanny ability to 
attract danger and romance.  When Major Colcombe, a family friend and war veteran, dies under mysterious 
circumstances, the good Lady Frances discovers that he was working on a manuscript about South Africa’s 
bloody Boer War, which reportedly revealed a scandalous mistake that cost many innocent lives. Now, it’s up 
to Frances and her loyal lady's maid, June Mallow, to track down the missing manuscript and bring the killer to 
justice.  
 
Lee, Gus, China Boy:  Kai Ting enters the boxing program at the YMCA and learns to survive his tough San 
Francisco neighborhood. 
 
Llewellyn, Richard, How Green Was My Valley:  The story of a boy growing up in a Welsh mining town. 
Originally published in 1939, it still gets raves today. 
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Marshall, Catherine, Christy:  Christy takes a teaching job in Appalachia where she confronts ignorance and 
poverty. 
 
Martel, Yan, Life of Pi:  Meet Pi Patel, a young man on the cusp of adulthood when fate steps in and hastens 
his lessons in maturity. En route with his family from their home in India to Canada, their cargo ship sinks, and 
Pi finds himself adrift in a lifeboat -- alone, save for a few surviving animals, some of the very same animals 
Pi's zookeeper father warned him would tear him to pieces if they got a chance. But Pi's seafaring journey is 
about much more than a struggle for survival.  
 
 McCaffrey, Anne, Dragonflight:  This is the first in the Dragonriders of Pern series.  A brilliant blend of sci-fi 
and fantasy; it introduces the reader to the magical world of Pern and its dragons.  (Students may read other 
books by this author.) 
 
McMurtry, Larry, Lonesome Dove:  Woodrow and Gus, former Texas Rangers, organize a cattle drive to 
Montana.  Join them for Old West adventure. (Students may read other books by this author.) 
 
Mitchell Margaret, Gone with the Wind:  Read this famous novel about young Scarlet O’Hara’s life before and 
after the Civil War. 
 
O’Leary, Patrick, The Gift:  A king and his youthful companion try to best the forces of evil. 
 
Otsuka, Julie, When the Emperor Was Divine:  This commanding debut novel paints a portrait of the Japanese 
internment camps unlike any we have ever seen. 
  
Potok, Chaim, The Chosen:  Danny and Rueven become friends even though their families have different 
opinions about Judaism and Israel. 
 
Pratchett, Terry, Wee Free Men:  A young witch-to-be named Tiffany teams up with the Wee Free Men, a clan 
of six-inch high blue men to rescue her baby brother and ward off a sinister invasion from fairyland. 
 
Pulllman, Philip,The Golden Compass or The Subtle Knife or The Amber Spyglass:  Intricate plots that follow 
the adventure of Lyra and her daemon as they encounter friends and enemies.  Many consider this trilogy a 
new classic. 
 
Remarque, Erich, All Quiet on the Western Front:  The story of Paul Baumer, a young German soldier serving 
in the trenches in France during World War I. 
 
Rowling, J.K, any and all books in the Harry Potter series.  If you have not yet had the pleasure of reading the 
adventures of Harry and his friends at Hogwarts, don’t delay!   
 
Shaara, Michael, Killer Angels:  A great battle looms over Gettysburg as the Rebels face the Yanks. 
 
Slotkin, Richard, Abe:  A fictionalized account of Lincoln’s childhood and adolescence. 
 
Smith, Betty, A Tree Grows in Brooklyn:  Francie’s family struggles to survive after her alcoholic father’s death. 
 
Steinbeck, John, The Grapes of Wrath:  The Joad family flees the Dust Bowl to find a new life in California. 
 
 Stroud, Jonathan, The Amulet of Samarkand; The Golem’s Eye or Ptolemy’s Gate:  Nathaniel, a magician’s 
apprentice, summons up the djinni Bartimaeus and instructs him to steal the Amulet of Samarkand from the 
powerful magician Simon Lovelace.  Set in modern-day London spiced with magicians and mayhem, this 
extraordinary, funny, pitch-perfect thriller will dazzle the myriad fans of Artemis Fowl and the His Dark Material 

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/When-the-Emperor-Was-Divine/Julie-Otsuka/e/9780385721813/?itm=1
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trilogy. 
 
Tan, Amy, The Joy Luck Club:  Chinese-American daughters find conflict, love and connections with their 
mothers who are haunted by their early lives in China.  Students may also enjoy The Bonesetter’s Daughter. 
 
Tolkien, JRR, The Hobbit:  Read the prequel to Lord of the Rings. (Students may choose to read other titles by 
this author as well.) 
 
Uris, Leon, Mila 18:  The Jews in the Warsaw ghetto rise up against the Nazis.  
 
Vizzini, Ned, It’s Kind of a Funny Story.  Like many ambitious New York City teenagers, Craig Gilner sees entry 
into Manhattan's Executive Pre-Professional High School as the ticket to his future. Determined to succeed at 
life-which means getting into the right high school to get into the right college to get the right job-Craig studies 
night and day to ace the entrance exam, and does. That's when things start to get crazy. 
 
Walker, Margaret, Jubilee:  Experience slavery and Civil War from an African-American perspective.  As 
sweeping as Gone with the Wind, but with a different viewpoint. 
 
White, Theodore, The Once and Future King:  The story of the life of King Arthur from boyhood to Holy Grail is 
told with wit and wisdom. 
 
Wolfe, Thomas, Look Homeward, Angel:  Meet Eugene Gant and join him in his journey from his birth in North 
Carolina to Harvard.  This is a famous novel and a hit with teenagers. 

Zusak, Markus, The Book Thief:  Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich during World War II 
as she scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t 
resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen 
books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement before 
he is marched to Dachau.  This is an unforgettable story about the ability of books to feed the soul. 
 


